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Emerging Culture Evangelism Resources

These resources contain excellent information and tools for understanding today’s emerging
culture and for reaching people of this culture with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The theology of
these resources is not necessarily endorsed.

Emerging Culture Curriculum Kit
http://www.gospelcom.net/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/code=2140

The Emerging Culture Curriculum Kit designed by Jimmy Long takes a group through
six experiential modules that explore, analyze and define the emerging culture. More than
that, it will help you shape your ministry for the rest of the twenty-first century.

Intervarsity Evangelism:
http://www.intervarsity.org/evangelism/

Useful resources with practical application. One interesting strategy, below, focuses on
GIG’s (Groups Investigating God), a relational approach that allows small groups to
explore questions about God.

Surprised By GIGs
http://www.intervarsity.org/evangelism/article_item.php?article_id=1508

GIG Guide [PDF]
http://www.intervarsity.org/evangelism/docs/GIG_guide.pdf

Sample GIG Calendar
http://www.intervarsity.org/evangelism/article_item.php?article_id=1601

Becoming a GIG Leader: Starting Your Own Word-Based Evangelism Ministry
by John Teter
http://www.intervarsity.org/evangelism/article_item.php?article_id=1501

How to Do a GIG by Jon Parker
http://www.intervarsity.org/evangelism/article_item.php?article_id=1507
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EasumBandy.com
http://www.easumbandy.com/

Church consultants Bill Easum and Tom Bandy have important understandings of the
emerging culture of the 21st century and how the church can be effective in reaching
people during this time. Free resources are available, as well as levels of membership that
may be purchased.

GinkWorld
http://www.ginkworld.net/

This is an excellent site to explore what the emerging culture and generations are all
about. The website describes itself in this way: "you are about to ‘cross the line.” when
you do, you will find yourself in a safe place to explore your faith in connection to
culture. we are an emerging/postmodern site exploring what it means to be a follower of
the jesus in today's world. it is in that exploring that we seek not to give you a set of
directions, but rather a compass and a map. we strive to place our faith in our lives, 24/7
and are hyper linked to the organic; we are connective, missional and relational. our
desire is to move in the conversation and be a voice, but not dominate the conversation
and become the only voice. we are striving hard to be a people of great action where
“faith’ is a verb and we do this by getting out and past our comfort zones and into the
world around us. so, come on in and cross the line.”

leonardsweet.com
http://www.leonardsweet.com/

Leonard Sweet is one of the preeminent voices on post-modernism. The articles and links
on his website are helpful in exploring the emerging generation and culture.

Christian Communication Network
http://www.ccn.tv/

This satellite training ministry charges an annual subscription for cross-denominational
training in numerous areas of church health and outreach. Subscribers may record the
training to build a resource library for their church.
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TheOOZE
http://www.theooze.com/

The articles, blogs, forums, links and resources on this site help individuals and church
leaders get a handle on the emerging culture and how to be effective in outreach in this
emerging culture. The site describes itself: “TheOOZE is a website dedicated to the
emerging Church culture, and organizes the premiere annual event for this audience,
called Soularize. Over the past six years, TheOOZE has developed a community that
captures the ethos of the emerging Church movement. Our site and events hold the
tensions between creativity and information, theologians and artists, traditional and new
voices.”

The Emerging Church Culture Cafe
http://www.earlcreps.com/emerging_culture/church_and_mission.htm

Lots of resources and links worth exploring, especially the links under the web-based
resources section.

Re-Your Life
http://www.re-yourlife.com/

This site is structured around the way the emerging culture thinks, processes information
and interacts. It invites participants to explore their lives and Jesus in various ways.
Featuring articles, videos, book resources, Bible resources and forums, and presented by
Lutheran Hour Ministries, it describes itself as follows:

“”’RE-YourLife is an online community that encourages people to re-flect on the realities
of everyday life and the human experience. We believe that when we honestly re-flect
we'll come to a place where we're challenged to re-think life and seek something of
greater value than what we by nature believe to be true. For us at RE-YourLife, this has
caused us to re-think Jesus. As we re-think who He is, what He taught, and most
importantly what He did, we are compelled to re-focus our lives in a way that glorifies
Him.”
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Effectively Reaching Your Community

Know it better

1. Demographic Resources (What kind of fish are in your pond?)

Online at www.census.gov
Many regional judicatories can provide free demographic studies utilizing one of the
following resources:

e iMark
e Claritas
e Percept

Center for United States Missions can provide you with demographic studies (iMark)
for $50.00. Contact the Center at 949-854-8002 x1780 to order

Local public school offices also have excellent demographic information available
upon request

2. Planning Guide - Learning your community (Ethnographics)

Take a neighborhood walk

Visit local businesses

Meet with and interview community leaders

Contact your local Chamber of Commerce for their insights
Hold focus groups to discuss the community

Speak with other pastors/churches

3. Service Guide — Identify how your congregation can connect with and serve the community,
becoming a community center

Contact local social service agencies

Contact local public schools

Contact local government officials/agencies
Hold focus groups to discuss community needs
Interview local social service officials

Share Ideas with other congregations

1. Contact your regional judicatory for referrals to congregations who are reaching out in
creative and meaningful ways.

2. Ask a congregation experienced in outreach to mentor your congregation. See
“Congregational Models” on page 7-8.
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Determine Models needed to reach new people

What kind of congregation do we need to be to reach new people?

Things to consider:

1.
2.
3.

o No O

Worship style
Staffing needs
Fishing Pool events
0 Events that meet needs
0 Events that attract
Ministry programming
Cultural relevancy
Revitalization and Refocusing
Site considerations *
Congregational considerations *

* A good resource to help evaluate these needs is the power point presentation “How to
Make Your Church People-Friendly.” See page 7-12.
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Links

to information on

Spiritual Gifts
Small Groups
Congregational Models
Prospect Keeper software

Spiritual Gifts

The Three Colors of Ministry by Christian Schwarz. A Trinitarian approach to identifying
and developing your spiritual gifts; compatible with Natural Church Development.
http://churchsmart.com/store/viewltem.asp?idProduct=1046

Also in this series by Christian Schwarz:

How to Implement the 3 Colors of Ministry in Your Church
http://churchsmart.com/store/viewltem.asp?idProduct=1052

How to Study the 3 Colors of Ministry in Your Small Group
http://churchsmart.com/store/viewltem.asp?idProduct=1051

How to Use the 3 Colors of Ministry in a Mentoring Relationship
http://churchsmart.com/store/viewltem.asp?idProduct=1050

Trenton Spiritual Gift Analysis — A spiritual gifts system for definition and self-
assessment; originally developed for use in an outreach-focused Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation.

http://www.sonlife.com/store/catalog.asp?item=98

See also the links under “Mobilizing Members for Mission” on this page of links at the

Center for U.S. Missions.
http://www.centerforusmissions.org/centerforusmissions/links

Small Groups

Groups Ablaze! centers on using small groups as outreach tools. It was developed from
(SG)?, Strategic Growth Through Small Groups, by Dwight Marable, and has proven
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effective in many congregation. The training teaches group leaders how to lead groups to
effectively reach out to the unchurched.
http://missiontrainingcenter.com/groupsablaze/

Congregational Models

In recent years, the President’s Office of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has held
“Igniting Congregation” events, bringing together congregations who have been effective
in reaching the unchurched. Congregations were identified in various categories:
increasing number of adult confirmations, increasing worship attendance, increasing
worship attendance in non-metro areas, etc. Lists of these congregations, and information
gathered from them, is available at http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=635.
Each category listed on this page leads to another page, on which there is a link listing the
participating congregations. Use the above link to explore the many pages of information
and ideas from these congregations.

Prospect Keeper

A free software program, written by an LCMS pastor, which tracks prospects and their
follow-up. See http://www.icro.net/html/prospectkeeper.html
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The “Andrew Principle” Handout

The following two pages are designed to be printed on both sides of one piece of paper and then
distributed to members. Members then write in the name of their friends, and put the sheet where
they will see it as a daily reminder.
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In one or more of these boxes, write the name of
someone who doesn’t attend church. Post this

sheet in a conspicuous place at home. Reach out
to these friends by inviting them to church.

Family or relative

Hobby or recreational
friend

Neighbor

Family with a new baby

Community organiza-
tions or clubs

Just moved in

People who serve me
(doctor, dentist, etc.)

Co-worker

Close personal friend

Someone who has ex-
perienced a crisis

A




Set Your
Friendships Ablaze!

Pray

Remember your friend daily in your prayers.
Ask God to bless your friendship and open
the door to the Gospel.
“Pray . . . that God will open to us a door for the Word.” Colossians 4:3

Build

Grow that friendship by spending time with your friend. Look for opportunities
to help meet their needs, to encourage them and celebrate with them. Re-
member birthdays and anniversaries.
“Some friends play at friendship, but a true friend sticks closer than
one’s nearest kin.” Proverbs 18:24

Tell

Be prepared to share your faith with your friend. Watch for opportunities and
take advantage of them. Do not try to win an argument. Keep the focus on
Jesus—who He is and what He has done for you and for your friend. Speak
of what Jesus means to you. It is not your job to bring your friend to faith. The
Holy Spirit creates faith.
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from
you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness
and reverence.” 1 Peter 3:15

Invite

Invite your friend to get to know Jesus better. Use the method that best fits
your friend and the situation. Invite him or her to a fun activity at church, or to
a class or to worship. Give them a devotional booklet, a tract or a book. Be
gentle and sincere in your invitation. Invite frequently.
“Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the
Lamb.” Revelation 19:9
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PowerPoint Presentation

How to be a People-Friendly Church

The following pages show the slides and their accompanying notes in this presentation. The
actual presentation can be downloaded free at www.friendshipablaze.org.
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viting People to Visit

Are you intentional?

This slide introduces the first of the previous three aspects: Inviting



2n’s Ministry
Activities

Many churches think only of inviting people to worship. Often, people find other
programs of the congregation to be easier points of entry. Discuss the ones listed
here and allow the group to add more.



o Alway
* Use yo
Weekly papers are especially cooperative.

e quality brochures and place at
I, realtors, day care centers, etc.

worship times and a map in your
Pages ad.

le in community activities and
giving not taking!

This slide gives you just a few ideas of how to be an inviting church. Keep in mind
that a personal invitation from a member is still the best way to invite. However,
the ideas listed here will also keep your congregation before the eyes of those you

wish to invite.



» Submit newsworthy stories to the local
media. Look for the “hook.”

s people’s felt needs.

ure your witness to the
nity is always winsome, not mean-

More and more, people are checking on the Internet before they choose a church.
Make sure that your presence there illustrates your desire to reach out to the
community.

You can use local weekly newspapers liberally. They will usually print almost
anything you send them. Include pictures. The “hook” is the interest-grabbing
aspect of a particular news story.

“Address people’s felt need”—This means that you’ll need to know your
community very well. What can you do that will touch them where they hurt or
need help and put you in a position to be able to share the Gospel with them? For
example, many churches located in urban and suburban settings have found that
church operated day care centers provide them with many more contacts with
people in their communities.

With regard to the last point on this slide, congregations frequently speak out loudly
about what they oppose and are very quiet about what they support.



Velcoming Visitors

This slide introduces the second of the three aspects of a “people friendly” church.



Landscaping

e Décor

Clean Rest Rooms

Directional Signs

No one will come to your building because you have adequate parking, attractive
landscaping, inviting décor, clean restrooms and clear directional signs. But they
might not come back if you don’t. Inadequacy in these areas can become barriers to

the unchurched.



Ribbons, Etc.
* Public
Acknowledgement

» Guest Book or Card
(remember e-mail
addresses)

How do you treat visitors when they come to your church? Do your greeters
welcome them?

Have you tried asking them to wear a subtle but obvious indicator that they are
visitors—a sticky backed cross or dove, a ribbon?

Do you greet them publicly in the service? There are differing schools of thought
on this one and public acknowledgement of your visitors may well work better in a
smaller church.

How do you get the names, addresses and e-mail addresses of your visitors? Have
you thought of sending out a brief e-mail greeting to visitors right away on Sunday
afternoon?



licies and
cy
res?

for Child
rkers?

If visitors to your church include parents with children, the above questions will be
important.



cements and/or worship on
oint?

racterized by excellence?
flow well?

le bring friends?

dren feel included?

These questions about worship will have a bearing on whether or not your worship
service is visitor friendly.



e Visitor

Do you give any gifts for mementos to your visitors? A minimum gift would be
some sort of visitor information packet. There is a sample on the next slide.
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Packet
» Coffee Mug

elly
read
ator Magnet

Special food items are popular gifts. Many churches drop by later in the day to
bring the visitor a loaf of bread. One church with a vineyard on its grounds gives
visitors a jar of grape jelly.

There is some obvious merit to giving visitors something with your church name,
address, e-mail and web site address on it—preferable something that is difficult to
throw away, like a mug, pen or magnet.



er in Lobby
acilities
rochures on
inistry

ic Brochure S

This slide adds additional ways that you can communicate with your visitors.



Similating the Visitor




» Send personalized letters/post card.

short personal visit within the
ek.

a special invitation to future
f particular interest.

information from visitors.

How you contact that visitor in the week after his visit may have a great impact on
your ability to minister to that person in the future. The points on this slide are
thought-starters for your group.
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Christ Lutheran Church in Little Rock, Arkansas mails out this questionnaire to all
first time visitors. Because it is on a self-addressed postage paid postcard, they get
a very good return and, consequently, have a good idea about how visitors view
their congregation. The questions they ask are:

| attended Christ Lutheran Church on:

How did you find out about Christ Lutheran Church?
What did you notice first?

What did you like the best?

What did you like the least?

What can we offer to further serve your needs?

They then give the visitor the option of furnishing name and address or remaining
anonymous.



* Maints
list--se
guarte W :

Maintain web page content for visitors.

turning visitors find their

’--give them a job where they can
r gifts.

prate them into small groups.

This slide puts forth ideas for longer term outreach to those who have come into
contact with your ministry.



an your church do to be more

ing to visitors?

an your church do to follow up on
?

These questions can serve as discussion starters for congregational groups.



he Proof is in the Cross!
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© 2005 Center for U.S. Missions. All rights reserved. Permission is given to reproduce this
material for congregational use. Friendship Ablaze! is a set of materials designed to equip
individuals and congregations to embrace unchurched friends. They were produced, thanks to a
generous grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, at the request of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod District and Congregational Service—Outreach Ministry, in support of the
Ablaze! initiative, and under the direction of the Center for U.S. Missions, Rev. Michael R.
Ruhl, Executive Director. For information, see www.friendshipablaze.org, or contact the Center
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office@centerforusmissions.ora.
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